Claims: 



1 . (currently amended) An e-mail processing method comprising: 

sending, from a mail server for performing a mail delivery process to mail clients, 
mail attribute information indicating an attribute of an e-mail for said -the mail client in a 
data format, the data format enabling said mail client to display saidthe mail attribute 
information by executing a document browsing program; 

receiving, in saidthe mail client, mail attribute information transmitted from 
saidthe mail server, and displaying the received mail attribute information in accordance 
with saMthe document browsing program; 

accepting, in sai4the mail client, an operation to select an e-mail selected by a 
user from among e-mails corresponding to sswdthe displayed mail attribute information; 
sending from sai^the mail client to saMthe mail server, identification information for 
identifying an e-mail selected by sai4the user; 

receiving in saidthe mail server, identification information transmitted from sai4 
the mail client, and sending to saidthe mail client, predetermined character strings for 
instructing saMthe mail client to process data transmitted from the mail server to saidthe 
mail client in accordance with an e-mail processing program, prior to or along with 
sending an e-mail specified by the identification information 

when receiving predetermined character strings transmitted from prodotorminod 
character strinqs t he mail server , storing, in accordance with an e-mail processing 
program by saidthe mail client in a nonvolatile memory, an e-mail transmitted from 
saidthe mail server. 

2. (currently amended) An e-mail delivery method according to Claim 1 , further 
comprising: 

receiving, in eaidthe mail client, an instruction to suspend delivery from saidthe 
mail server of an e-mail selected from among saidthe displayed e-mails, and sending 
from saidthe mail client identification information for specifying the selected e-mail to 
saidthe mail server; 
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wherein sal4the mail server receives identification information transmitted from 
sal^the mail client, and in the next mail attribute sending step, sends mail attribute 
information of an e-mail whose delivery is to be suspended, the e-mail being specified 
by the Identification information. 

3. (currently amended) An e-mail delivering method according to Claim 1 , 

wherein saldthe mail server and saMthe mail client mutually send and receive 
data in accordance with a hyper text transfer protocol; and sai^the predetermined 
character strings are written in a header of a hyper text transfer protocol. 

4. (currently amended) An e-mail delivering method according to Claim 1 , 

wherein sai4the mail server and saidthe mail client mutually send and receive 
data in accordance with a hyper text transfer protocol; and saidthe mail client, in the 
step of sending identification information, sends to saMthe mail server identification 
information for specifying saidthe selected e-mail by using a POST method of a hyper 
text transfer protocol. 

5. (currently amended) An e-mail delivering method according to Claim 1 , 

wherein saidthe mail server and saidthe mail client mutually send and receive 
data in accordance with a hyper text transfer protocol; and when sai^the mail server 
sends to saidthe mail client saidthe predetermined character strings prior to sending an 
e-mail identified by saMthe identification information, sai4the mail client requests 
saidthe mail server to transmit sai4the e-mail by transmitting a request to sai4the mail 
server, the request using a GET method of a hyper text transfer protocol. 

6. (currently amended) An e-mail delivering method according to Claim 5, 

wherein when sending saidthe e-mail to saidthe mail client, saidthe mail server 
writes in a header of a hyper text transfer protocol in a predetermined order 
identification information for identifying an e-mail to be transmitted this time, and 
identification information for identifying an e-mail to be transmitted subsequently and 
transmits them to saidthe mail client; and 
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saidthe mail client writes in a request header of a hyper text transfer protocol in a 
predetermined order, saMthe two pieces of identification information written In a header 
of the received hyper text transfer protocol, and requests saidthe mail server to send 
eaidthe e-mail to be subsequently transmitted by transmitting a request header of a 
hyper text transfer protocol to saidthe mail server; and saidthe mail server Identifies an 
e-mail to be sent on the basis of saidthe predetermined order of saidthe two pieces of 
identification information in a request header of the received hyper text transfer protocol, 
and sends the specified e-mail to saidthe mail client. 

7. (currently amended) A mail server for performing a mail delivering process to a 
mail client; saidthe mail server comprising: 

an attribute information sending m e ans for s e nding unit configured to send to the 
mail client mail attribute information in a displayable data format enabling the mail client 
to indicate the e-mail attribute information in accordance with a document browsing 
program, the mail attribute information indicating an e-mail attribute for saidthe mail 
client; 

an identification information reception means for r e ceiving unit configured to 
receive identification information of an e-mail transmitted from saidthe mail client; and 

a character string sending m e ans for s e nding unit configured to send to saidthe 
mail client, predetermined character strings for instructing saidthe mail client to process 
data transmitted from the mail server to saidthe mail client in accordance with an e-mail 
processing program, prior to or along with sending an e-mail specified by the 
identification information. 

8. (currently amended) A mail server according to Claim 7, 

wherein a -the mail server is configured to sendrrsll and receivejlsU data with 
saidthe mail client in accordance with a hyper text transfer protocol; and saidthe 
character string sending means -unit is configured to send the sends said predetermined 
character strings to saidthe mail client by writing the predetermined character strings in 
a header of a hyper text transfer protocol, 
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9. (currently amended) A mail client which receives e-mails from a mail server; 
sai4the mail client comprising: 

an attribute information reception m e ans for roooivin gu nit configured to renftivft , 
mail attribute infomiation transmitted from saiclthe mail server, the mail attribute 
infomiation indicating an e-mail attribute for the mail client; 

^ display meanc for dicplaying unit configured tn dis play saidthe received mall 
attribute information by following the processes written in a document browsing 
program; 

an accepting means for acccpting unit configured to anr^^ pt an operation to select 
an e-mail selected by a user from among e-mails corresponding to saidthe displayed 
mail attribute information; 

an identification information sending meano for sonding unit configured to sand 
from saidthe mail client to saidthe mail server, identification information for Identifying an 
e-mail selected by saidthe user; and 

a storing m e ans fordevice configured tn upon receiving predetermined character 
strings transmitted from predotorminod character ctring ot he mail server. stGringstore, in 
accordance with an e-mail processing program by saidthe mail client in a nonvolatile 
memory, an e-mail transmitted from saidthe mail server. 

1 0. (currently amended) A mail client accorcling to Claim 9, 

wherein a-the_mail client Is configured to senriffc]] and receiveI[sU data with 
saidthe mail client in accordance with a hyper text transfer protocol; and sa4dthe 
identification information sending meafts -unit is configured tn sPnH[fc]] to saidthe mail 
server identification information for specifying saidthe selected e-mail by using a POST 
method of a hyper text transfer protocol. 

1 1 . (currently amended) A mail client according to Claim 9, 

wherein saidthe mail server and saidthe mall client are configured to mutually 
send and receive data in accordance with a hyper text transfer protocol, and saidthe 
mail server is configured to sendfls]] to saidthe mail client saidthe predetermined 
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character strings prior to sending an e-mail identified by saidthe Identification 
information; sa44the mail client comprising, 

the mail client includes a requesting m e ans fo r unit configured to requesting^ 
sai^the mail server to transmit saMthe e-mail by transmitting a request to saMthe mail 
server, the request using a GET method of a hyper text transfer protocol. 



6 



